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EXTINCTION REBELLION RALLY — PARLIAMENT HOUSE 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [6.36 pm]: I would like to add to the comments of  
Hon Simon O’Brien. In this chamber yesterday, an honourable member attempted to persuade us all to support the 
activities of an organisation named Extinction Rebellion, which plans to conduct a demonstration in front of 
Parliament House tomorrow — 

The PRESIDENT: Member, I interrupt you to remind you of the standing orders about reading a speech. I note 
that you may be referring to notes. If that is the case, manage it in that way, but, please, do not read your speech. 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: Thank you, Madam President, for that correction. 

Extinction Rebellion members are known for their chant “The seas are rising. There is no compromising.” With 
billions of tons of soil being washed into the seas and oceans every year, it is no surprise that there is a continuous 
gentle rise in sea levels. Extinction Rebellion and its allies claim that there is a current rapid and dangerous rise of 
sea levels that is caused by recent human activity, in particular, the increased industrialisation of recent decades. 
In Western Australia, we have a wonderful device called the Fremantle tide gauge. Our annual sea levels have been 
recorded since 1897. From 1897 to 1957 the sea level rose by only 135 millimetres. In old-people speak, that is less 
than five and a half inches. Over the next 60 years, from 1957 to 2018, the sea level rose by only 104 millimetres, 
which is a hair’s-breadth less than four inches. The rise in the sea level has been less in the last six decades of high 
industrialisation than in the previous six decades. There is no climate emergency. If I may, Madam President, 
I seek leave to table the documents from the Fremantle tide gauge. 

Leave granted. [See paper 2933.] 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: Extinction Rebellion is again very much on the wrong bus. No decision made in this 
chamber should be influenced by claims that the seas are rising rapidly. Thank you. 
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